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ABSTRACT 

In the study an attempt has been made to study the Status of Early Literacy in early grades among the 

children studying in Government Schools at Guahati Kamrup Metro. The study was conducted using 

survey method. To know the status of early literacy in early grades first of all two schools were taken 

into consideration and then Investigator visited the schools to collect the information. The samples for 

the study were children aged 10 to 12 years and were selected randomly from standard II. The purpose 

of the study is to find out the Status of Early literacy among the children of early grades. To know the 

status of early literacy the among the children the investigator asked them to read out from the English 

text book of standard II considering the following five dimensions (recognition of words, spelling, 

sentence reading, word meaning and poem recitation). It is observed that, children in classes 1 and 2 

are not in a very good position in reading and writing and it showed that, maximum number of 

children reading in standard II were not able to read from the given text book and it is found that, their 

status of literacy is very low This is because in the school reading is confined to textbooks alone. 

Teachers believe that completing the course material is the main concern. Reading is limited to 

textbooks and examinations purpose. Even the parents do not encourage the children reading for the 

different purpose. Therefore, based on the findings an attempt was made to provide suggestions for the 

teachers and parents.   
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Introduction 

“Reading well help student to learn in all 

subjects, but reading well requires the 

development of a knowledge base and the 

academic vocabulary to go along with it”. 

“What students already know about the 

content is one of the strongest indicators of 

how well they will learn new information 

relative to the content,” (Dr. Robert 

J.Marzano).  In pursuance of todays’ 

learning system reading and writing is 

limited and confined to the textbooks only. 

Children were found reluctant in engaging  

themselves with the books. Reading and 

writing without comprehension is one of 

the most pertinent challenges in today’s 

learning in education system among the  

 

children. The basics in reading and writing 

should be developing at very early ages 

among the children. So, those children 

may find easy access to learning and 

comprehend.  

 

Literacy is a part of culture and 

encompasses that, there should be 

“Pleasure not Pressure” in reading and 

writing. Basically, Acquiring literacy in 

schools is just based on mechanical 

reading and writing which refers only to 

comprehension along with pronunciation, 

voice modulation, good hand writing, 

spelling, drawing straight lines, strokes, 

sleeping curves, drilling alphabets etc. 
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Eventually, we are trying to control the 

children’s limitations by holding their 

hand and making them to write and rote 

from the book without comprehending. 

Early Literacy is what children know about 

reading and writing before they actually 

read and write. Many Research studies 

show that, children arriving at kindergarten 

with the early literacy skills are more 

likely to be successful in reading and 

writing. Early Literacy development is a 

continuous developmental process that 

begins in the first years of life among the 

children. Therefore, it is assume that, there 

should be the purpose for reading and 

writing, and one should not read only for 

the purpose of reading and confined within 

the school texts. But, reading for life, 

information etc. should be created 

throughout the process. The possibility for 

horizoning thinking abilities improves if 

there is meaning and comprehension in 

reading and writing and will help in the 

phase of reading and writing at later 

stages. 

Objectives  

1. To study the Status of Early literacy 

among the children of early grades. 

2. To provide some suggestions to 

promote early literacy through activities in 

a classroom. 

 

Need of the Study  

Rote retention is the basic functions in 

learning in schools from early stage. But, 

the Major purpose of education is not 

reading from the point of view of 

examination/ text books, but it should be 

learning with experiences and 

comprehensions. Learning basically should 

be life long and consistent process for 

learners. Children at early grades should 

be embodied well with well verse and 

language to have in-depth understanding 

of the content taught and read.  Only 

making children literate without imbibing 

them in comprehending the purpose of 

learning will not help in attainting the 

purposeful and quality education. 

Therefore, this study attempt to highlight 

the some important aspects which will be 

useful for parents and teachers as well in 

helping the child acquiring literacy with 

knowledge for life long endeavour. 

 

Methods and procedures 

The study was conducted using survey 

method. Investigator visited a school to 

collect the information about the status of 

literacy among the children. Two schools 

namely, Krishyalaya Vidyapeeth Bengli 

Government School and Bhanu Smriti 

Hindi Vidyalaya School from Guwahati 

Metro, Assam were taken for the study.  

The samples for the study were the 

students studying in standard II. The 

samples were selected randomly from 

standard II. The investigator first went to 

the class meet the children and develop a 

friendly atmosphere with them. Later they 

were asked to read from the English text 

book of class II in order to find out the 

Status of literacy among the children, 

taking into consideration the following 

five dimensions (recognition of words, 

spelling, sentence reading, word meaning 

and poem recitation). After collected 

reports were analyses as shown below:  

[Table 1] 

 

Findings and Interpretation                                                    

Recognition of the words   

The table above shows that, maximum 

number of children i.e. (11=61.1%)   has 

responses on (YES) and found that they 

were able to recognize the words from the 

book and less number of children i.e (7= 

38.89%) responses on (NO) and found that 
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they have problem in reading as they 

couldn’t recognize the words from the 

given text book.   

 

Spelling from the books  

The table above shows that, maximum 

number of children  i.e.  (14=77.78 %)   

responses on (YES) and found that they 

were able to Spell out  the words from the 

book  few number of children i.e  (4= 

22.22%) responses on (NO) and were 

found to have problem in spelling from the 

given text  book. 

 

Sentence Reading The table above shows 

that, maximum number of children i.e 

(9=50 %) responses on (YES) and found 

that they were in a position to read out the 

sentences from the book. And few number 

of children i.e (9= 50%) responses on 

(NO) and were found to have problem in 

reading the sentences from the given text 

book. 

 

Word Meaning 

The table above  shows that, maximum 

number of children  i.e  

(12=66.67%) had response on (No), and 

found that, they were not in a position to 

give the meaning of the word they learned. 

And very few i.e (6=33.33%) response on 

(YES), and found that the children are in a 

position to give the meaning of the word 

they have learned from the text. 

 

 Poem recitation The table above shows 

that, maximum number of children i.e  

(10=55.56 %)    responses on (YES) and 

found that they were able to recite the 

poem from the book and few number of 

children i.e  (8= 44.44%) responses on 

(NO) and were found to have problem in 

reciting the poem from the book.   

 

Suggestions to promote early literacy 

through various activities at home and 

at school   

Some of the suggestions for the Teachers, 

parents to make their children to read and 

write comprehensively are given below: 

  

Establishment of Interests among the 

children  

Teachers as well as parents play a very 

important role in helping children in 

developing reading-writing opportunities 

as per their interests. The interest can be 

developed in the varied aspects like Uses 

of words and languages through games, 

songs, poems, etc.  Children develop 

interest rapidly in rhymes, books, and 

finger plays and it should be practices 

every day. For children a literacy center 

could be better establish and supplying  

with pens, pencils, markers, paper, 

envelopes, old greeting cards, stationary, 

stamps, a dictionary, etc. will help children 

in reading and writing.  

 

Be a good role model 

 Teachers and of course parents can be a 

good role model for their children at home 

and school as well. They can be exemplary 

package and can motivate and inspire these 

small children with their behavior and 

activities at the very young age. These can 

be done by Wearing a name tag, keeping a 

calendar and daily planner, posting lists of 

children’s responsibilities, sharing 

program policies and weekly activity plans 

with parents and teachers. 

 

Linking learning and play  

Play is one of the most effective ways to 

make literacy activities meaningful and 

enjoyable for children. Allow freedom of 

mobility to children in class while working 

in groups or reading. Even at home parents 
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can use several tricks and tasks by 

allowing their children to play and 

comprehend the meaning of the play. For 

example children can play with colors, 

mud, papers, waters, sand, and toys to 

enhance and create their own learning. 

Provide supportive dialogues and 

activities 

Teacher at schools and parents at home at 

home can help and encourage all the 

children to learn to yield talking and 

listening in the following ways; 

 By Speaking with the children in the 

unhurried way, 

 helping them in completing their 

sentences,  

 talking with them frequently,  

 using similar and simple wordings,  

 adding words with them 

 correcting their words  

 no negatives comments should be 

produced  

Express that you are attending 

Talking and listening, reading and writing 

provide a life time of enjoyment for 

children. Catching up with family and 

friends through phone calls or letters, 

talking about your day with a loved one, 

and reading a good book or daily 

newspaper all bring pleasure to their lives. 

Unfortunately, todays learning based on all 

the mechanical attributes. Parents rarely 

listen to their children problems and 

prospects. At home children were asked to 

rote with book learning rather than 

allowing them in expressing their view 

points. Children had failed to communicate 

in mother tongue language. Most often it is 

seen that teachers also fail to attend the 

children talks and speaking. Teachers and 

parents imposed their view points and 

expects that only children to listen them. 

But, opposite never happens.   Therefore, 

current research suggests that young 

children along with the parents and 

teachers should become skilled with the 

tools of literacy by indulging in talking, 

listening,  reading, writing, Using words 

and language games, songs, dramatic play, 

poems, nursery rhymes, books, and finger 

plays every day. Listen and respond to 

what children have to say. Help children 

once or twice a day exposing to numerous 

enjoyable stories, poems, and informative 

books. 

Availability of Books 

There should be at least minimum number 

of books available. The books should 

contain lots of rhymes, stories, activities, 

games, stories, colorful pictures, to 

promote children’s interest in literacy. The 

activities like reading from the books, 

writings, spelling, and narrating stories 

from the books can be set up and used for 

an entire day with small groups of children 

at school.  Even at home friends can be 

invited and read together. These activities 

will inspire children’s delight and mastery 

in the tools of literacy. 

Provision of Children literature 

 Children literature is a literature comprise 

of certain life stories biography, poems, 

novels, drama related to the children 

world. children literature at their level 

should  constitute-proper front size, simple 

language, illustrations in detail, simple 

plot, fill with the pictures, attractive, 

quality based print, the subject content 

should be repeated, this will help in 

prediction. The sentences in the literature 

should be short, and it should relate to the 

children. Literature books foster 

imagination generates curiosity inculcate 

value and help children to engage in it.  It 

promotes opportunity for reading and 

writing. 

Pictures rich Environment 
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It is environment surrounded by variety of 

pictures related to real life situations in 

order to make a child familiar with the 

things around us and is also important for 

the purpose of language development in a 

child. Print awareness refers to the forms, 

conventions and functions of print, 

including alphabets knowledge (Justice 

and Ezell, 2001).  Print- Rich Environment 

can be created with the help of displaying 

various colorful material, Different types 

of pictures related to children, Printed 

Cards, boards, creating meaningful 

environment in the classroom. 

 

Library (Reading Corner) 

 Developing a reading corner / library in a 

classroom will motivate the child to learn 

in more better and easy way. Library or 

Reading corner is a where different books 

are kept in one corner of a classroom in a 

Almirah’s (book rack)at the easy access of 

the children. The maintenance of the books 

is also the responsibilities of the children. 

Children have the complete freedom in 

choosing books for themselves they like to 

read. Reading corner provides 

opportunities to children for independent 

reading as well as group activities. For 

teachers, a reading corner gives a platform 

where they can support and facilitate 

children to engage in the developmental 

processes of making and constructing 

meaning. Teachers can transform the 

physical space of the classroom to create a 

conducive, lively and inviting space for 

reading. At least 30 minutes time should 

be allotted for the students to engage in the 

reading corner every day. 

10 Children Literature 

 Engaging children with children’s 

literature should be an integral part of 

classroom processes along with other day 

to day activities of reading and writing. As 

children develop interest and engage with 

literature they will be encouraged to come 

to school.  

Conclusion  

From the above interpretation it shows that 

maximum number of children reading in 

standard II were not able to read from the 

given text book and it is found that, their 

status of literacy is very low. While 

interpreting with the teachers about their 

low performance it has come to light that, 

the children were very irregular in school 

and was not attentive in class. Sometimes, 

teachers have to force them to learn and 

come to the school. This is because 

maximum number of children studying in 

the schools was the children of labours, 

farmers, vendors house keeper, maids etc. 

and these parents have no keen interest on 

sending their children to the school and 

hardly remain intact with their studies or 

home work. It is also seen that, the schools 

were too discouraging and with very fewer 

facilities available for the children to 

explore to the world of early literacy. 
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Table 1: Showing the Status of Early Literacy in Different Dimensions of 

Reading 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sl 

no.  

 Dimensions of Reading  Yes % No %  Total  

% 

 

1 

 

 

Recognition of words 

 

11 

(61.1%) 

7 

(38.89%) 

18 

100% 

2 

 

Spelling from the books 

 

14 

(77.78%) 

4 

(22.22%) 

18 

100% 

 

3 

 

Sentence Reading 

 

9 

(50%) 

9 

(50%) 

18 

(100%) 

 

4 

 

Word Meaning 

 

6 

(33.33%) 

 

12 

(66.67%) 

18 

(100%) 

5 Poem recitation 10 

(55.56%) 

8 

(44.44%) 

 

18 

(100%) 


